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GATLIN, FELIX WIN JESSE OWENS AWARDS

Allyson Felix
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World-champion sprinters Justin Gatlin and Allyson Felix on
Monday were named winners of the 2005 Jesse Owens Award by
USA Track & Field. The 2004 Owens honoree, Gatlin becomes a
two-time Jesse Owens Award winner, while Felix has earned the distinction for the first time in her young career.
Established in 1981, the Jesse Owens Award is USA Track &
Field's highest accolade, presented annually to the outstanding U.S.
male and female track and field performers. This year's awards will
be presented on December 1 at the Jesse Owens Awards and Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony, held at the Hyatt Regency hotel in
Jacksonville, Fla. The ceremony is held in conjunction with USA
Track & Field's 2005Annual Meeting November 30-December 4
in Jacksonville.
Continued on page 2

Justin Gatlin

JACKSONVILLE WELCOMES 2005 ANNUAL MEETING
Diack to address Opening Session at USATF Annual Meeting
IAAF PHOTO

International Association
of Athletics Federations
President Lamine Diack will
address attendees at the
Opening Session of USA
Track & Field’s 2005 Annual
Meeting Wednesday evening
in Jacksonville, Florida. The
Opening Session will begin at
7:00 p.m. in Grand Ballrooms 5-8 on the second level at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Jacksonville.
Celebrating the theme “Our Time,” the 27th USA Track &
Field Annual Meeting, presented by Sport Court, will run through
Sunday, December 4.
The USATF Annual Meeting brings together the sport’s officials, coaches, administrators, athletes and supporters. The yearly
gathering serves as a forum to chart the future of our sport by considering policy changes, selecting national team staffs and
Championship meet sites, and electing national officers. It is a
forum where the individual’s voice can be heard.
Diack, who has served as the IAAF President since November
8, 1999, last attended a USATF Annual Meeting in December of
that year in Los Angeles.
The Opening Session will feature remarks from USATF
President Bill Roe, and the State-of-the-Sport address from CEO

Craig Masback. Additional highlights of the Opening Session
include the 2005 President’s Awards, recognition of USATF sponsors and the annual Year-in-Review video.
Schedule highlights of the 2005 USATF Annual Meeting:
The Jesse Owens Awards/Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony will take place on a new night, Thursday, December 1
at 7:00 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt.
Wednesday, November 30, 2005
12:00 noon Board of Directors Meeting
7:00 p.m. Opening General Session
Thursday, December 1, 2005
12:00 noon Expo
7:00 p.m. Jesse Owens/Hall of Fame Reception
8:00 p.m. Jesse Owens/Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
Friday, December 2, 2005
8:00 a.m. Expo
Saturday, December 3, 2005
7:00 a.m. Awards Breakfast Buffet
8:00 a.m. Expo
7:00 p.m. Closing Reception
Sunday, December 4, 3005
8:30 a.m. Closing General Session
Board of Directors Meeting follows
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"Allyson and Justin showed the world that the United States
is stronger than ever in the sprints," said USATF CEO Craig
Masback. "Allyson's undefeated season and Justin's double sprint
victories were some of the most memorable moments of the year.
In addition to their athletic victories, they demonstrate what is
best about our sport every time they step on the track. We are fortunate to have athletes like them, and all of our Jesse Owens
Awards finalists, leading Team USA."
Gatlin in 2005 had an historic year, sweeping the 100 and
200 meters at both the IAAF World Outdoor Championships
and the USA Outdoor Championships. The World
Championships in Helsinki, Finland, provided Gatlin with his
biggest platform, and he gave an epic performance. He first won
the 100 meters with a time of 9.88 seconds, defeating the rest of
the field by the biggest margin in World Championships history
(.17 seconds). His 200m victory (20.04) made him only the second man ever to complete a successful 100/200 double at the
meet, following Maurice Greene in 1999.
Gatlin had given an indication of his double-gold intentions
at the USA Outdoor Championships, where he became the first
man since 1985 to win the 100/200 double in the concluding
event of USA Track & Field's Visa Championship Series.
"I was thrilled to be the recipient of the Jesse Owens Award
in 2004, and to win it again this year is simply amazing," Gatlin
said. "My congratulations go out to everyone on the U.S. team
that did such a fantastic job at the World Outdoor
Championships in Helsinki, and to each of the 2005 Jesse Owens
Award finalists for all their amazing accomplishments."
Establishing himself as the world's top big-meet, championship runner, Gatlin also posted impressive times in 2005. The
23-year-old Olympic 100m champion ran under 10 seconds five
times, including times of 9.88, 9.89, 9.96 and 9.99. He posted
six of the top eight 100m times by an American, and earned victories at many of the world's most prestigious invitational meets,
including at the Nike Prefontaine Classic, and in London, Rome,
Brussels, Yokohama and Shanghai.
Still shy of her 20th birthday, Allyson Felix dominated the
women's 200 meters in 2005, winning every race she entered and
coming away with her first world title.
The 19-year-old Felix came from behind to win the 200m
world championship in 22.16 seconds over a field that included
Olympic champion Veronica Campbell. In the process, she
became the only teenager ever to win a world sprint title. The
long-striding Felix also won the U.S. outdoor title in a worldleading 22.13 seconds. She posted the three fastest times in the
world in 2005 - 22.13, 22.14, and 22.16 - and five of the top
seven times.
"This is the highest honor that an active U.S. athlete can
receive, and I'm humbled to be chosen for this recognition,"
Felix said. "When I think of all the great competitors that have
won this award in the past and look at the wonderful U.S. athletes currently competing in our sport, I'm filled with a tremendous sense of pride and gratitude."
Coming off of Olympic silver in 2004, Felix owned the 200
meters every time she stepped on the track, winning each of her
races in London, Sheffield, Monterrey, Shanghai and at the

World Athletics Final and adidas Track Classic. But the 200m
wasn't her only wellspring of success; she also won the 100
meters in her final race of the year, in Yokohama, Japan, where
she ran a personal-best time of 11.05 seconds. On the other end
of the sprint spectrum, she won the 400 meters at the Norwich
Union International Team match with a personal best 51.12.
2005 Jesse Owens Award winners were selected in balloting
of members of the U.S. track & field media. Other finalists for
the men's Jesse Owens Award were Bryan Clay, Bershawn
Jackson, Adam Nelson, Dwight Phillips and Jeremy Wariner.
Women's finalists were Lashinda Demus, Tianna Madison,
Michelle Perry, Sanya Richards and Lauryn Williams.
The permanent commemorative Jesse Owens Award is maintained at USATF National Headquarters, and a replica is provided to each of the winners. For full biographies of Gatlin and
Felix, visit the Athlete Bios section of www.usatf.org
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KERSEE NAMED NIKE COACH OF THE YEAR
Bobby Kersee, who this year guided two of his
athletes to World Outdoor Championship gold
medals, on Tuesday was named 2005 Nike Coach
of the Year by USA Track & Field. Kersee will
receive his award Thursday evening at the 2005
Jesse Owens Awards and Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony, held in conjunction with
the USATF Annual Meeting in Jacksonville,
Florida.
During a remarkable career that has
spanned nearly three decades, Kersee has
earned his reputation as one of the world's premier track and field coaches. The list of alltime greats coached by Kersee includes
Olympic gold medalist Gail Devers and
National Track & Field Hall of Famers Greg
Foster, Valerie Brisco and his wife Jackie
Joyner-Kersee.
Kersee added to his legacy this year when
2000 Olympic women's 200m silver medalist
Allyson Felix won the gold medal in that event
at the World Outdoor Championships in
Helsinki, Finland. With her victory, Felix became the first teenager (19) ever to win a world sprint title. She joined Inger Miller
(1999) and Marion Jones (2001) as the only American women
ever to win a 200m world outdoor crown.
In addition to winning the USA Outdoor title and the IAAF
World Athletics Final in 2005, Felix posted the three-fastest
women's 200m times in the world of 22.13, 22.14 and 22.16. She
also set new personal bests in the 100 meters (11.05) and 400
meters (51.12).
Under Kersee's tutelage, 2004 Olympic heptathlete Michelle
Perry made the switch to the 100m hurdles and was the best in the
world at that event all season, culminating with her gold medal
winning performance on a cold and windy evening at the 2005
World Outdoor Championships in Helsinki. Perry won the gold
medal decisively in 12.66 seconds.
Perry, who posted six of the top seven times in the world this
season in the 100m hurdles, ran the fastest time globally this year

of 12.43 seconds in the semifinals at the USA
Outdoor Championships in June. She won the
USA Outdoor title by running 12.66 in the
final.
Another one of Kersee's pupils, 2004
Olympic gold medalist Joanna Hayes, was
poised to win a medal in the 100m hurdles
women's final in Helsinki until she hit the
ninth hurdle. Hayes' runner-up finish to
Perry at the Reebok Grand Prix in New York
City in 12.47 seconds was the fourth-fastest
time in the world this season.
"I am grateful to everyone at USA Track
& Field and Nike for this high honor," said
Kersee. "I've always believed in winning
medals, and it's the responsibility of coaches
to keep raising the bar with our athletes to
take them to a higher level. It all began with
Jackie (Joyner-Kersee) Valerie Brisco and Gail
Devers, and it's continuing now with Allyson
Felix, Michelle Perry, Joanna Hayes and
Sheena Johnson. With our success this year it
feels that everything has come back around full circle."
The President of the Board of Directors of the Jackie JoynerKersee Boys & Girls Club in East St. Louis, Ill., Kersee served as
the Women's Sprints/Hurdles coach for Team USA at the 2005
World Outdoor Championships.
"Bobby Kersee has proven that he is one of the greatest coaches in our sport's history," said USATF CEO Craig Masback.
"Thanks in large part to Kersee's guidance, Allyson and Michelle
were the best in the world at their respective events this year.
Kersee's contributions to the unrivaled success of Team USA are
legendary, and he is richly deserving of this honor."
"Throughout his amazing career, Bobby Kersee has brought
out the very best in his athletes and set a remarkable standard of
coaching excellence," said John Capriotti, Global Sports
Marketing Director for Nike. "Bobby enjoyed one of his finest seasons in 2005, and Nike is pleased to present this award to such a
deserving coach."

GET YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
DONE EARLY!
CHECK OUT
THE USATF MERCHANDISE SALES AREA
2nd FLOOR, NEAR REGISTRATION
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COLLINS NAMED YOUTH ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
IAAF PHOTO

IAAF
World
Youth
Championships gold medalist
and record holder Ebony Collins
of Los Angeles, California, has
been named the 2005 Youth
Athlete of the Year by USA Track
& Field. Collins will be honored
December 1 at the Jesse Owens
Awards and Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony, held at the
Hyatt Regency hotel in
Jacksonville, Fla. The ceremony is
held in conjunction with USA
Track & Field’s 2005Annual
Meeting
November
30December 1 in Jacksonville.
Collins was a star throughout
the summer of 2005 as she set
records at each of the meets in
which she competed, beginning
with the USA Youth Outdoor
Championships June 29-July 3 in
Knoxville, Tenn. At the meet,
Collins clocked the fastest youth
time ever by a female in the 400m
hurdles. The 16-year-old Collins
ran 57.87 to break the intermediate girls’ division (15-16) record
of 58.84, set in 2001 by Talia Stewart of Richmond, Calif. Her
performance also was faster than the young women's division (1718) 400m hurdles record of 57.94, set in 2001 by Tiffany Ross of
Miami, Fla.
At USATF’s Junior Olympic Championships July 26-31 in
Indianapolis, Collins separated herself from the field after the third
hurdle en route to a Junior Olympic intermediate girls’ record with
a time of 58.26 seconds. Her time eclipsed the previous record of

58.84, also held since 2001 by
Talia Stewart.
Collins delivered her best
performance while in a Team
USA uniform, at the IAAF World
Youth Championships July 13-17
in Marrakech, Morocco, where
she was the star of the meet.
Collins ran smoothly over
each hurdle in 55.96 seconds to
crush the meet record and set a
personal best by two seconds in
the girls’ 400m hurdles, finishing
nearly 2.5 seconds ahead of second-place Lauren Boden of
Australia (58.30). Collins shattered the championship record
time of 57.54 seconds set in 2003
by Zuzana Hejnova of the Czech
Republic. Showing her versatility, Collins also earned a silver
medal earlier in the meet, running the 100m in 11.44 seconds
just 30 minutes after the 400 hurdles first round to place second in
the short sprint.
“I am excited to be recognized and win such a high award,”
said Collins, who currently is a senior at Long Beach Wilson High
School and whose summertime exploits landed her in Sports
Illustrated’s “Faces in the Crowd.” “I am excited as I focus on
Beijing.”
“The future of Team USA is bright with athletes such as
Ebony,” said USATF CEO Craig Masback. “Her accomplishments have proven the benefit of USATF’s Youth and Junior programs within the U.S. as well as on the world stage.”

got news?
Please help us out in our efforts to report the Annual Meeting goings-on by submitting your group’s
latest news for use in USATF Today. Just follow the maze and stop by the Media Room (Room 4158 on
the fourth floor) with your news item by 3 p.m each day, and we will include it in the newsletter.
OFFICIAL USATF SPONSORS
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OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS

