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BERT LYLE HONORED WITH GIEGENGACK AWARD
Legendary coach and women’s track and field advocate Dr.
Bert Lyle has been honored with USA Track & Field’s Giegengack
Award. Dr. Lyle received the award Thursday night at the Jesse
Owens Awards and National Track & Field Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony in Jacksonville, Florida. The event was held
in conjunction with the 2005 USATF Annual Meeting.
Named in honor of former Yale University coach and 1964
Olympic Team head coach Robert Giegengack, the award goes to
an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the
development and success of USA Track & Field and the larger
community of the sport. In the past, the award has gone to coaches, officials, Association leaders, administrators, and others from all
segments of USATF. The USATF Board of Directors votes to select
each year's winner.
Dr. Lyle was born in Tupelo, Mississippi. He earned his bachelor's degree from Duke University, a master's degree from
Southern Methodist University, and a doctorate from the
University of Texas at Austin.
His Texas Women’s University track & field teams garnered
three AIAW national championships, including the inaugural

event, and his teams also
won two track & field federation championships.
As well as serving as
track & field coach from
1965 to 1988, Dr. Lyle also
served as athletics director
and a member of the faculty.
Dr. Lyle was coach of the
United States sprint, hurdle,
and relay teams at the 1992
Summer Olympic Games in
Barcelona, Spain. He has had a tremendous impact on track &
field as Women’s Development sprint subcommittee chair and as
the elite sprint coordinator for the U.S. women.
Since his retirement from T.W.U. in 1988, Dr. Lyle has resided
in Denton, Texas, where he continues to turn out a prodigious
amount of material on the science of sprinting and hurdling. Dr.
Lyle and his wife Pris celebrated 50 years of wedlock last February.

RICHARDS NAMED VISA HUMANITARIAN
2004 Olympic 4x400m
relay gold medalist and
2005
Outdoor
Visa
Championships Series winner Sanya Richards on
Thursday was named Visa
Humanitarian Athlete of
the Year by USA Track & Field.
The 2005 World Outdoor Championships 400m silver
medalist, Richards’ winning time of 49.28 seconds in winning
the 2005 USA Outdoor title and the Visa Championships Series
crown, made the 2003 USA and NCAA champion the youngest
woman ever to run under 49 seconds in the women’s 400 meters.
Richards’ performance established a new Championships record
and, for the moment, the top time in the world in 2005. Richards
posted the fastest time in the world this year when she won at
Zurich in 48.92 seconds.
Richards has played an integral role as a participant in USA
Track & Field's "Be a Champion" program. She has participated
in several events speaking to young people in communities from
Miami, Fla., to Austin, Texas. As a student-athlete in the

Longhorn Leaders program
while competing at the
University of Texas, Richards
spent a great deal of time
working with adolescents in
at-risk situations, and she
continues to be heavily
involved in community service acting as a role model to
young people across America
and the world.
“This award means a lot
to me,” said Richards. “I was
really honored when I got the
call. I was just talking with
my sister the week before that
I couldn’t wait to get out of school so I could really start doing
something in the community. I’m really honored to be a part of
the “Be A Champion” program and have the opportunity to hang
out with kids and try to make a difference in their lives.”
Richards has been involved with community service since she
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AMERICA’S RUNNING ROUTES TO SERVE AS THE LARGEST
SEARCHABLE DATABASE OF RUNNING ROUTES IN THE U.S.
Using cutting edge technology provided by
Google Maps, USA Track & Field (USATF) has
developed a revolutionary service, America’s
Running Routes, that allows runners to map and
measure their favorite running routes and then
save them to what will be the largest searchable
database of running routes in the U.S.
America’s Running Routes provides the running community with an array of functionality
and shows USATF’s continued commitment to
offer runners of all ages and abilities information and services to enhance each running experience.
Ever wonder how far your run was? Just
visit America’s Running Routes, map out your run
using satellite views, and the distance will be
displayed, including mile markers along the
route. Think others might enjoy your running
route? Click the “save” button, and your route
will be added to the database for others to enjoy.
America’s Running Routes allows runners to search for routes
in a particular city or to narrow their search to find running
routes from hotels, parks, schools, trail heads, or running stores.
Business travelers and vacationers can now find running routes
near their hotel or other destination.
“We are excited about the ability to offer the 30 million runners in the U.S. this free service,” states USATF CEO Craig
Masback. “Just the other day I ran a new route from work, then
was able to map it, measure it, and save it using America’s

Running Routes. Now others in Indianapolis, and those coming
to Indianapolis for next year’s USA Outdoor Track & Field
Championships, can run the same route and know that it is 3.3
miles.”
To learn more about America’s Running Routes, visit
www.usatf.org, and then click on the America’s Running Routes
icon.
America’s Running Routes - Run It. Map It. Share It. - A
Database of America’s Running Routes

got news?
Please help us out in our efforts to report the Annual Meeting goings-on by submitting your group’s
latest news for use in USATF Today. Just follow the maze and stop by the Media Room (Room 4158 on
the fourth floor) with your news item by 3 p.m each day, and we will include it in the newsletter.
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was in high school, and she’s grateful to have the opportunity to
extend her reach to more kids through the “Be A Champion” program. “I think it’s awesome,” she said. “Since we’ve been doing it
we’ve reached many kids, and every time I go out they’re listening
and learning and it’s a good experience for me, and I know it’s a
great one for them. Hopefully we can continue to reach more kids
in more cities.”
"In addition to her many accomplishments on the track,
Sanya sets a wonderful example for our athletes with her eagerness
to contribute to the lives of young people," said USATF CEO
Craig Masback said. "Thanks to Sanya, and many other Team
USA athletes, USATF’s "Be A Champion" initiative aimed at educating youth, parents, educators and coaches about the positive
results that come from leading a physically active, drug-free and
healthy lifestyle, has been a tremendous success in its inaugural
year.”
"As part of our long-standing partnership with USA Track &
Field, Visa is proud to present the Visa Humanitarian of the Year
to Sanya Richards," said Michael Lynch, senior vice president,
event and sponsorship marketing, Visa USA. "She is a tremendous
competitor, and this award recognizes her outstanding performances both in her sport and her community. Her Olympic journey
continues serves as a source of inspiration for all of us.”
For a full bio of Sanya Richards, visit www.usatf.org
About Visa USA
Visa USA is the nation's leading payment brand and largest
payment system, enabling banks to provide their consumers and
business customers with a wide variety of payment alternatives tailored to meet their evolving needs. Visa USA is committed to
increasing the choice, convenience, acceptance, and security of
Visa payments for all stakeholders in the payment system Members, cardholders and merchants. Through its 13,420
Member financial institutions, more than 488 million Visa-branded cards have been issued to cardholders in the United States. Last
year, U.S.-based financial institutions relied on Visa's processing
system, VisaNet, to facilitate $1.3 trillion in transactions with
unparalleled reliability.

Richards is an active participant in
USA Track & Field’s Be a Champion program

Worldwide, cardholders in over 150 countries carry more than
1 billion Visa-branded cards, accounting for more than $3 trillion
in annual transaction volume.
Visa offers a trusted, reliable and convenient way to access and
mobilize financial resources - anytime, anywhere, anyway.

USA Track & Field presented IAAF President Lamine Diack with a
Team USA Olympic jacket.
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The 2005 President’s Awards recipients with President Bill Roe

Don’t miss the Saturday
morning Awards
Breakfast
presented by
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