
 

 

Report from the L&L Committee to the Membership 

2010 
 

There are four groups of things that need to be voted on concerning L&L his year.  The first is the 

Reg 16, Committee on Diversity and Leadership Development.  This was voted on by the Board 

after the Meetings, and now has to be adopted by the membership. 

 

The second group contains four resolutions to clean up problems discovered in what was passed 

that need to be cleaned up having to do with terms for the Board and the NABR and contracts. 

 

The third has to do with bringing us into compliance with the IAAF regarding Agents.  There is 

also a “place holder” for additional IAAF changes which have not been finalized. 

 

The fourth group is what is referred to as “OOPS”es.  When L&L was going through what we had 

done last year, we came across things that were obviously not correct.  Using the editorial 

prerogative given to L&L, we made the changes in what was published.  To memorialize these, 

we would now like to submit these to the membership for a vote.  Needless to say, if anyone 

objects or think that there is a better word or way of saying something, please suggest it and we 

will vote on it. 

 

If there are any questions or suggested changes, please contact tbaker03@verizon.net. 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE 11 SUBMITTED BY DAVID GREIFINGER 

AND JIM MURPHY, LAW & LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

 

Based on the following resolution from the Board, the subsequent changes recommended: 

 

WHEREAS, USATF’s members restructured the Board of Directors at the 2009 Annual Meeting 

by amending USATF Bylaw Article 11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the restructuring legislation did not contain provisions for re-nominating constituent-

based independent Board members for second terms without submitting additional nominees; and 

 

WHEREAS, the restructuring legislation also did not contain provisions for reappointing 

independent Board members without soliciting other applicants for the positions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the constituent committees responsible for nominating Board candidates should have 

the option of re-nominating their Board members if the members are eligible to serve second 

terms; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Nominating and Governance Panel should be permitted to reappoint eligible 

independent Board members for second terms without soliciting other applicants for the position; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the restructuring legislation also did not address the impact of partial Board terms on 

the term limits; and 



 

 

WHEREAS, selection of Board members to fill positions of those who served initial two-year 

terms is to take place at the 2010 annual meeting. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Law & Legislation Committee and Board 

recommend that Article 11 be amended at the opening session of the 2010 annual meeting to: 

 

1. Permit constituent-based committees responsible for nominating Board members 

to re-nominate eligible members for second terms by majority vote without 

providing alternative nominees; 

2. Permit the Nominating and Governance Panel to select eligible independent Board 

members for second terms without soliciting applications for the position; and 

3. Provide that partial Board terms of two years or less shall not count against the 

eight-year term limit. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Law and Legislation Committee’s 

proposal is submitted with this resolution for Board approval and submission to the membership 

at the opening session of the 2010 annual meeting. 

 

Proposed amendment 

 

D. Term limits: No individual may serve on the Board for more than eight (8) consecutive years, 

except the President, IAAF Council Member, and International Athletes.  However, an individual 

who fills a vacancy or otherwise serves a Board term of two years or less may then serve for up to 

eight (8) more consecutive years. 

 

 

G. Selection of Board members: Each group responsible for nominating individuals for the 

Board to the Nominating and Governance Panel shall select at least three (3) individuals for each 

open position at the Annual Meeting when the applicable term will commence.  However, if a 

group’s nominee is eligible to serve a subsequent Board term, the group may, by majority vote, 

nominate the individual as its sole choice.  The Nominating and Governance Panel may accept or 

reject any or all nominations forwarded to it, and shall instruct any group that does not make at 

least three (3) nominations acceptable to the Panel for an open position to make substitute 

nominations.  The Panel shall solicit applications for the independent Board members.  However, 

if an independent Board member is eligible to serve a subsequent term, the panel may select that 

individual without soliciting applications for the position.  The Panel shall select the members of 

the Board to ensure competence, and reasonable ethnic and gender diversity.  The Board may, by 

a two-thirds (2/3) vote of its total membership, reject any selection made by the Nominating and 

Governance Panel and instruct the Panel to make a substitute selection.  

 

 

Action Requested:  Amend Articles 11-D to clarify term limits, and 11-G to streamline selection 

of incumbent Board members. 

 

Rationale:   11-D:   There is no provision in the term limit paragraph for partial terms.  This 

proposal maintains term limits while allowing for continuity.   11-G:  If those responsible for 



 

 

choosing a Board member want the member to continue, it is unproductive to solicit others for the 

position. 

 

Constituencies affected:  Groups that nominate Board members. 

 

Estimated budget impact:  Minimal. 



 

 

AMENDMENT ARTICLE 17.B OF THE BYLAWS SUBMITTED BY JIM MURPHY 

The Board shall make these nominations at the ((annual meeting of USATF immediately 

preceding the IAAF Congress at which elections for the positions take place)) at an in-person 

meeting no later than the end of February in the year of the IAAF election  for the positions. 

 

 

Reason - The prior language was written when US nominees were determined by the delegates 

voting at the Annual Meeting.  The meeting preceding the IAAF Congress was the last possible 

occasion when that could happen.  When the procedure was changed to provide that the Board 

makes these nominations, this timing provision was inadvertently overlooked.  Under the new 

procedure, the last possible occasion when the nominations can be made is, in fact, the last 

Board meeting before the IAAF's deadline for nominations.  The Bylaws should be amended to 

reflect the fact that the last occasion for the nomination decisions to be taken is not the Annual 

Meeting, but a later date.  



 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 18-I, SUBMITTED BY TIM BAKER, DAVID 

GREIFINGER, AND JIM MURPHY, ON BEHALF OF NORMAN WAIN, USATF 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

 

 

I. Contracts: Contracts not in USATF’s ordinary course of affairs shall be examined and 

approved for form by the Counsel to the Board or by USATF’s Special Legal Counsel prior to 

execution.  The contents of all contracts affecting sport committees shall, during their negotiation 

phase, be communicated to the appropriate committee(s).  Unless otherwise directed by the 

Board, all written contracts shall be executed on behalf of USATF by (i) the President (or another 

officer designated by the President) and (ii) the CEO, and, if required, attested to by the Secretary.  

The CEO, and the President (or another officer the President designates) shall sign, on behalf of 

USATF, all contracts of one year or less exceeding $250,000 in value, and all multi-year contracts 

valued at more than $100,000 for any contract year.  If required, the Secretary shall attest to those 

contracts.  Unless the Board otherwise directs, the CEO or another USATF staff member the CEO 

designates shall sign all other contracts. 

 

Action Requested:  Amend Article 18-I to specify that only contracts of significant value need the 

President’s and CEO’s signatures.  Streamline the signing process for smaller contracts. 

 

Rationale:  Routine contracts (for example, office-supply purchases) do not require the CEO’s 

and President’s attention.  The Board retains authority over, and the CEO oversees all contracts, 

but both will be able to delegate authority using best practices.   

 

Constituencies affected:  None. 

 

Estimated budget impact:  None. 

 
 



 

 

REGULATION 16 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 

F. Committee on Diversity and Leadership Development: 

1. Duties and Responsibilities:  The committee shall: 

a. Policy advice: Serve as a source of reference, opinion, and advice to the officers, CEO, 

National Office Management, the Board, and all national and Association committees 

about current or contemplated USATF policies and all matters relating to diversity, 

equitable representation and leadership development; 

b.  Diversity representatives: Appoint, elect, or oversee the election or appointment of 

diversity representatives to USATF committees or subcommittees when authorized by 

these Bylaws and the Operating Regulations; 

c. Meetings: Conduct meetings and workshops; and 

d. Leadership Development:  Identify and assist qualified individuals to develop the skills 

necessary to assume leadership positions in USATF. 

2. Officers:  The President shall appoint the committee’s chair.  The committee members 

shall elect the Vice-Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer at the annual meeting in even-

numbered years.  The officers shall constitute the committee’s Executive. 

3. Financial assistance to meetings: When funding is available, USATF shall pay for the 

committee members' transportation and lodging for USATF meetings.  

4. Makeup: The committee shall consist of one person appointed by each of the Chairs of 

the committees in the Sports and Administration Divisions, except for the Ethics 

Committee, and that number of Active Athletes appointed by the Athletes Advisory 

Committee Chair to equal at least twenty percent of the total resulting membership. 

 



 

 

Proposed Amendment to Regulation 21-B-3 by David Greifinger, Law & Legislation 

Committee member 
 
 

3. Appointments and Terms: Appointments and emergency special appointments shall be made 

jointly by the Law and Legislation Committee and Athletes Advisory Committee chairs, and 

approved by the President. Panel members shall serve four-year terms Terms shall that commence 

on January 1 of each even-numbered the year following the Summer Olympic Games.  

 

 

Action Requested:  Amend Regulation 21-B-3 to specify four-year terms for NABR panel 

members. 

 

Rationale:  The regulation does not specify panelists’ terms. 

 

Constituencies affected:  None. 

 

Estimated budget impact:  None. 

 

 
 



 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO REGULATION 25, SUBMITTED BY DAVID 

GREIFINGER, ON BEHALF OF NORMAN WAIN, USATF GENERAL COUNSEL 

 

A. Authority: Under IAAF Competition Rule 7, USATF shall authorize Athletes’ 

Representatives to assist athletes in planning, arranging and negotiating their competition 

programs under the following conditions and procedures.   USATF shall also administer 

additional IAAF requirements for Representatives wishing to represent athletes in the IAAF Top-

30 List. 

 
Amend other sections to comply with new IAAF requirements after they are finalized.  
[Placeholder] 
 
Action Requested:  Amend Regulation 25 to comply with IAAF requirements. 

 

Rationale:  The IAAF is amending its Athlete Representative regulations.  USATF will need to 

amend Regulation 25 to comply. 

 

Constituencies affected:  Athlete Representatives and Athletes 

 

Estimated budget impact:  Not known.  Not likely to exceed $10,000 in a fiscal year. 

 



 

 

The following editorial changes were made by L&L last year and are proposed for adoption. 

 

**  ARTICLE 5.D.1. National Athletics organizations: Other non-club sports organizations, 

which have purposes or activities involving or related to Athletics, and Athletics-oriented 

membership and programs national in scope;  

**  ARTICLE 7.C. Committee chairs: The chairs of all committees listed in Article 13-A. 

**  ARTICLE 7.E.3. Coaches: The number of coachesdelegates who shall be delegatescoaches is 

stated in the Exhibits. If available, at least one (1) of the coaches shall be a high school coach;  

** ARTICLE 11.A. 2.  Govern and supervise the affairs of USATF and perform those duties 

specified in these Bylaws and the Operating Regulations; 

** ARTICLE 11.B.7. An individual with experience and expertise in OOofficiating, nominated 

by the Officials Committee and selected by the Nominating and Governance Panel; 

** ARTICLE 11.E.2. Procedures to select Nominating and Governance Panel: The groups that 

select Nominating and Governance Panel members shall adopt and publish selection procedures.  

The groups shall submit their nominees to the Board's Diversity and Leadership Committee, 

which shall evaluate the overall diversity of the nominees.  The Diversity and Leadership 

Committee, if it deems necessary, may request the chairs of the respective groups to meet and 

confer to reconstitute the Nominating and Governance Panel to achieve greater diversity.; and 

** ARTICLE 12.A.13. Yearly report: At the annual meeting, present to USATF a report on the 

state of the sport, including a review of the progress since the last annual meeting and suggested 

plans for the future implementationg of the strategic plans for the following year; and 

** ARTICLE 12.A.7. Legal documents and commitments: Ensure that all contracts and other 

legal commitments of USATF are signed by the authorized USATF officers of USATF after 

approval by established procedures; 

** ARTICLE 12.A.9. Ex-officio membership: Serve as a non-voting member of the Board, and 

all committees and subcommittees, and have the authority to appoint a staff member as a liaison 

to each USATF and Board committee of USATF and its Board; 

** ARTICLE 12.B. Restricted activities: No USATF employees may The CEO and members of 

the paid staff (other than part-time members not based at the National Office) shall not participate 

in any of the following activities: 

* ARTICLE 13 - Operating committees: Diversity and Leadership Development, Ethics 

** ARTICLE 15.A. International Competition Definedition: In The following definition shall 

apply to this article and the corresponding Regulation 23,  International competition means an 

athletics competition between one or more athletes representing the United States, individually or 

as a team, and one or more athletes representing a foreign country (i.e., competitions between 

national teams). 

** ARTICLE 15.D. Sanctioning policy: Unless USATF determines by clear and convincing 

evidence that holding or sponsoring an athletics competition (international or domestic) would be 

detrimental to the best interests of the sport, USATF shall promptly grant a sanction requested by 

a sports organization or person(s), provided all the requirements of Regulation 23 have been 

satisfied.  The decision as to whether … 

** ARTICLE 16.B. Investigations: Any athlete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator, or 

official who alleges that he or she has been denied by an Association or sports organization a right 

established in paragraph A above shall immediately inform the CEO, who shall cause an 

investigation to be made and steps to be taken to settle the controversy without delay. If the CEO 

is unable to settle the controversy, he/she shall refer… 



 

 

** ARTICLE 16.C. Protection of rights: Any athlete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator, or 

official who alleges that he or she has been denied an opportunity to compete in any Athletics 

competition (whether or not by an Association or sports organization, and other than restricted 

competition referred to in Article 4-D-3) shall immediately inform the CEO, who shall consult 

with USATF’s General Counsel of USATF to determine whether the situation appears to be of 

sufficient seriousness and relevance to USATF’s obligations and responsibilities to warrant action 

by USATF in support of the claim.  In the event thatIf action by USATF appears to be warranted, 

the matter will be promptly referred to the Board, which will decide the nature and extent of the 

action to be taken in each case.  An expedited hearing shall be conducted when time is of the 

essence to preserve the individual’s right to participate, if the individual prevails. 

** ARTICLE 18.G.1. Counsel to the Board: The President shall appoint the Counsel to the Board,  

shall be appointed by the President with the Board’s approval of the Board.   

** ARTICLE 18.G.2. Assistant Counsel to the Board: The President, in consultation with the 

Counsel to the Board and with the Board’s approval of the Board, may also appoint an Assistant 

Counsel to the Board who shall have similar duties, responsibilities, and entitlements, but only as 

the President or the Counsel to the Board may specifically designate; 

** ARTICLE 18.H. Athlete Advocate: An athlete advocate shall be appointed by the chair of 

the AAC with the approval of the AAC executive committee’s approval. The athlete advocate 

shall advise and counsel the AAC on USATF-related legal matters and shall be available to advise 

and consult with athlete members of USATF by telephone. The athlete advocate’s role shall not 

include representing individual athletes in specific matters. USATF shall pay the athlete 

advocate’s reasonable expenses to attend USATF and AAC meetings, and to attend other 

meetings or hearings necessary to perform his or her duties. The athlete advocate shall not receive 

any fee or other compensation for services unless approved by the Board.  

** ARTICLE 18.I. Contracts: Contracts not in the USATF’s ordinary course of affairs of 

USATF, shall be examined and approved for form by the Counsel to the Board or by theUSATF’s 

Special Legal Counsel of USATF, prior to execution.  The contents of all contracts affecting sport 

committees shall, during their negotiation phase, be communicated to the appropriate 

committee(s).  Unless otherwise directed by the Board, all written contracts shall be executed on 

behalf of USATF by (i) the President (or another officer designated by the President) and (ii) the 

CEO, and, if required, attested to by the Secretary. 

** ARTICLE 18.J. Arbitration: USATF agrees to submit to binding arbitration conducted in 

accordance with under the commercial rules of the American Arbitration Association… 

** ARTICLE 18.K. Conflict of interest: Any individual representing USATF…, or who has a 

financial arrangement with USATF, or who is an employee of USATF or of its Associations, or 

who is a member of any of its committees or Associations, shall not participate in evaluating or 

approving any contract with a supplier to furnish goods or provide services to USATF, if that 

individual directly or indirectly benefits financially, or otherwise receives any form of 

compensation from, or has any interest in, any supplier under consideration. The Board may 

require that individuals disclose all financial interests that may influence the performance of their 

duties for USATF. Each individual referred to in the first sentence of this paragraph shall, upon 

learning that USATF is proposing to enter into an arrangement in which he or she has financial 

interest, promptly notify the CEO in writing of the existence of the interest, and the CEO shall, in 

turn, promptly disclose the interest to those bodies of USATF involved in considering entry into 

the arrangement. In the event of a violation of If this provision is violated, USATF shall have the 

right to recover the benefit or payment and to void the contract or transaction. 



 

 

** ARTICLE 21.E.1. Deadline to submit: Amendments shall be submitted at least ninety (90) 

days prior to the meeting at which they are to be considered, to allow proper review and 

submission to USATF members.   This ninety (90) day requirement may be waived at the Law & 

Legislation Chair's discretion and if proper notice of the item may still be submitted to USATF's 

members as required by subPpParagraph A-5 -5 above, or in emergency circumstances, upon a 

ninety percent (90%) vote at any meeting of USATF; 

* ARTICLE 21.E.4.d. Constituencies affected: Each submission shall also contain a section titled 

“Constituencies Affected” in which the submitter shall state which constituencies of USATF will 

be affected by the proposed changes and how they will be affected. Finally, the submitter shall 

explain how theis change advances the mission or operation of USATF. 

* ARTICLE 21.E.4.e. Estimated budget impact: Each submission shall also contain a section 

titled “Estimated Budget Impact.”  If there is a budgetary impact, it shall be estimated with the 

submission. The submitter shall consult with the Chief Financial Officer who, in conjunction with 

the Treasurer and/or the chair of the Budget Committee of the Board, shall assist with developing 

the estimated budget impact. National Office Management shall be provided with the legislative 

proposals in a timely manner and shall provide the appropriate editor with the information to put 

in the written notice to the delegates in subparagraph A-45 above.; 

** ARTICLE 21B. Exceptions: Not withstanding Paragraph A, above, amendments may be 

considered at any ofUSATF meeting of USATF in any of the following circumstances: 

** Article 4-A. IAAF representation: Representing the United States in the IAAF, meeting the 

obligations of its membership, and having criteria relating to eligibility for competitions or to 

participateion in the Olympic, Pan American, or Paralympic Games that are not more restrictive 

than those of the IAAF. 

** ARTICLE 9.B. Voter privileges: Each delegate shall have one (1) vote. There shall be no voting 

by proxy. No delegate may vote in more than one (1) capacity in the same election. Except 

asUnless otherwise provided in these Bylaws .., 

* Reg 10.A.2.a. Establish, subject to Board approval by the Board, membership categories of 

membership, along with application procedures, benefits, and membership fees; and 

* Reg 10.B.1. Staff other than CEO: A complaint against a part- or full-time member of the 

national staff shall be sent to the USATF Secretary of USATF and the CEO.   By agreement, 

either shall forward the complaint to cause the President and Counsel to the Board to receive the 

complaint within ten (10) days of receipt. The CEO shall be given not less than thirty (30) days to 

investigate the complaint, and shall have a written report of his or her investigation at the next 

appropriate Board meeting, including any action (if necessary) to be taken to remedy the 

situation.; 

* Reg 10.B.2. CEO: A complaint against the CEO shall be delivered to the USATF Secretary of 

USATF. The Secretary shall cause copies to be delivered within ten (10) days to the President and 

Counsel to the Board.  The Board shall resolve complaints against the CEO.; and 

* Reg 11.A.4.h. Active Athlete members: That number of Active Athlete members at least twenty 

percent (20%) of the total authorized membership of the committee.  The Active Athletes shall be 

selected by the registered attendees at the meetings of USATF who are Active Athletes engaged 

in the committee’s particular sport discipline of the committee.  For Youth Athletics, AAC shall 

appoint four (4) Active Athletes.; 

* Reg 12.C.2. Divisional executive committee: The members of the division’s executive 

committee shall consist of the divisional chair, the three (3) divisional Sport Committee chairs, 

the two Development Chairs or their representatives, the AAC Chair or designee, and two 



 

 

additional Active Athletes, at least one of whom shall be an LDR athlete, who shall be appointed 

by the LDR Divisional Chair.  The divisional chair shall also chair the executive committee.  The 

divisional executive committee shall recommend policy for creating and maintening  the High 

Performance Plan, and establishing  funding priorities, to National Office Management.  The 

executive committee shall meet periodically in-person or by teleconference.  Nothing in this 

section shall be construed to limit the authority of the three (3) divisional Sport Committees from 

carrying out their independent responsibilities defined elsewhere in these Bylaws and Operating 

Regulations. 

* Reg 12.C.3. International Staff Selection Subcommittees: The International Staff 

Subcommittees shall maintain pools of qualified All of the applicants for coaching, managerial, 

and other non-medical and non-media staff for the Olympic Games, IAAF World Outdoor 

Championships in Athletics, and Pan American Games shall be screened and recommended to the 

CEO by the Men’s or Women’s International Staff Selection Subcommittees under Regulation 

17-F. 

* Reg 12.E. Joint Development Group: There shall be a Joint Development Group serving the 

High Performance and Long Distance Running Divisions.  It shall consist of the four committees 

below.  The group shall report to the divisional chairs for High Performance and Long Distance 

Running divisional chairs, and to the chairs of the Coaches Advisory Committee, and to theand 

chair of the Athletes Advisory Committees. The two divisional chairs, and the chair of the 

Coaches Advisory Committee  and the chair of the Athletes Advisory Committee chairs shall 

appoint a group coordinator with the approval of the President. 

*Reg ** Reg 12.E.1.b.i. National subcommittee: This subcommittee shall consist of members who, 

unless otherwise specified, shall be appointed by the divisional chairs of High Performance and 

Long Distance Running divisional chairs, and the chair of the Athletes Advisory Committee, and 

the chair of Coaches Advisory Committee chairs, with the President’s approval. The members of 

the committee members shall be as follows: 

* Reg 12.E.2.i.b. Makeup: UMembers who, unless otherwise specified, members shall be appointed 

by the divisional chairs of High Performance and Long Distance Running and the chair of AAC, 

with the approval of the President.  The chair of each sport committee shall be responsible for 

selecting its development committee representatives and/or event chairs for the discipline(s) under 

its purview. The members shall be:: 

* Reg 12.E.3.a.iv. Executive committee: This committee shall have an executive committee 

consisting of seven (7) or eight (8) members: the committee chair, the two (2) or three (3) 

subcommittee chairs, and four (4) at-large members selected by and from the committee at its 

annual meeting. Two (2) of the members of the executive committee shall be Active Athletes.  

* Reg 12.E.3.j.i.a Study the correlation between health and sports, and make recommendations 

concerning the conduct ofabout participating in Athletics; 

* Reg 12.E.3.j.i.f Develop working relationships with qualified consultants in the fields of 

biomechanics, physiology, nutrition, and other sports-related sciences, and assist in making 

suchthose consultants available to athletes, coaches, and Sport Committees; 

* Reg 12.E.3.j.ii. Makeup: The subcommittee shall consist of the chair (who, if someone other 

than the committee chair, shall be an assistant chair of the committee), the chair of the committee, 

the chair of the Scientific Services Subcommittee, up to eleven (11) at-large members appointed 

by the President, one (1) representative from each sport committee, one (1) member appointed by 

the Associations Committee, one (1) memberappointed by the Coaches Advisory Committee, and 

that number of Active Athletes equal to at least twenty percent (20%) of the total authorized 



 

 

membership of the subcommittee to be selected by the Active Athlete delegates to USATF.  The 

chair of this subcommittee, with the President’s approval, shall have the authority to appoint 

additional members necessary to carry out the responsibilities of the subcommittee’s 

responsibilities.  The subcommittee shall organize the following subcommittees, with the chairs 

appointed by the subcommittee chair: 

* Reg 12.E.j.i ii. Makeup: The subcommittee shall consist of the chair (who, if someone other 

than the committee chair, shall be an assistant chair of the committee), the chairs of the Medical 

and Scientific Services subcommittees, up to eight (8) at-large members appointed by the 

President, one (1) representative each appointed from the Coaching Education, Coaches Advisory 

Committee, Men’s Development, Women’s Development, Associations, and each sport 

committee, and that number of Active Athletes equal to at least twenty percent (20%) of the total 

authorized membership of the subcommittee to be selected by the Active Athlete delegates to 

USATF. The chair of this subcommittee, with the President’s approval , shall have the authority 

to appoint additional members necessary to carry out the subcommittee’s responsibilities of the 

subcommittee. The subcommittee shall organize the following subcommittees, with the chairs 

appointed by the subcommittee chair: 

* Reg 12.E.j.i.h) Provide references to technical knowledge, understanding, and applications of 

sports-related sciences whichthat relate to the improvingement and developingment of Athletics.; 

and 

* Reg 12.E.j.i.ii. Makeup: The subcommittee shall consist of the chair (who, if someone other 

than the committee chair, shall be an assistant chair of the committee), the chair of the committee, 

the chair of the Medical Services Subcommittee, up to eight (8) at-large members appointed by 

the President, one (1) representative each  appointed from the Coaching Education, Coaches 

Advisory, Mens Development, Women’s Development, Associations, and each sport committee, 

and that number of Active Athletes equal to at least twenty percent (20%) of the total authorized 

membership of the subcommittee to be selected by the Active Athlete delegates to USATF. The 

chair of this subcommittee, with the President’s approval, shall have the authority to appoint 

additional members necessary to carry out the responsibilities of the subcommittee’s 

responsibilities. The subcommittee shall organize the following subcommittees, with the chairs 

appointed by the subcommittee chair: 

* Reg 12E.2.cix. Naming members: The chair of eEach sport committee chair, with the approval 

of the divisional chairs of High Performance and Long Distance Running divisional chairs, in 

consultation with the President, shall have the authority to appoint additional non-voting members 

necessary to carry out the committee’s responsibilities. Any development or event chairs 

appointed shall be chosen by the committee members representing or participating in the 

particular discipline, in consultation with the High Performance and Long Distance Running 

Divisional chairs.; and 

* Reg 12E.2.i.ii. Track & field coaches: One (1) member who is actively engaged in coaching 

track & field in each of the following specialties:   

* Reg 12E.2.v. Sports committees: One (1) member appointed by each of the following sport 

committees:   

* Reg 12E.2.vi. At-large: The following at-large representatives:   

* Reg 12E.2.vii. Athletes: Nine (9) Active Athlete members selected by the Active Athlete 

delegates to USATF, at least one (1) of whom shall represent the following:   



 

 

* Reg 12E.3.a.i. Overall makeup: It shall consist of a chair of the committee selected by the 

President, two (2) or three (3) assistant chairs selected by the President after consulting the chair, 

and the membership of the three (3) subcommittees established below; 

* Reg 13.D.v..d. Executive Committee: The Council Chairpersonchair shall appoint an executive 

committee to perform the Council’s duties between annual meetings.  Its membership shall 

include at least twenty percent (20%) Active Athletes in the discipline of cross- country. 

* Reg 14,B.1. Duties of chair: All committee Cchairs of all committees shall: 

* Reg 14.A.5.d. Membership: All elected and appointed members of all committees shallmust be 

members of USATF.; 

* Reg 14.A.6.aTime and Notice: Each committee shall hold its annual meeting in conjunction with 

the USATF annual meeting of USATF. Notice of the annual meeting shall constitute notice of 

committee meetings at the annual meeting.  Committees shall hold special meetings if called by 

the chair, at his or her own initiative, or by twenty percent (20%) of the committee’s membership 

of the committee, upon thirty (30) days written notice.  If the chair does not set and give notice for 

a meeting after 20% of the membership calls for one, the Organizational Services Committee 

shall verify the 20% requirement, set a meeting, and distribute the meeting notice to all committee 

members. The notice of a special meeting shall be in writing, stating the meeting’s date, time, 

place, and purpose, and shall be mailed to the last known address of each committee member.; 

* Reg 14.A.6.b. Publication of agenda: The proposed agenda shall be delivered to all voting 

members of any committee along with the meeting notice, except at meetings held in conjunction 

with the USATF annual meeting. At annual meetings, the agenda must be available at least 24 

hours prior to the committee’s first scheduled session of the committee. Additional items added to 

the agenda shall not include any item where action of the committee is necessary, unless seventy-

five percent (75%) of the members of the group then present agree.; 

* Reg 14.A.6.e Record of meetings: All boards, committees, councils, and task groups shall have a 

recording secretary. Within thirty (30) days of the meeting, the secretary should send draft 

minutes should be sent to all members by the secretary recording all official actions taken by the 

committee to all members.  All written reports or a summary of the reports shall be distributed 

with the draft minutes. 

* Reg 14.C.6. Operating procedures: Have a set of written operating procedures on file with 

National Office Management, which shall provide copies to the chair of the Law & Legislation 

Committee chair.  These procedures shall not conflict with the provisions of the USATF Bylaws 

and Operating Regulations.  Any modification of the committee’s operating procedures shall be 

promptly reported to National Office Management, which shall send a copy to the chair of the 

Law & Legislation Committee chair.  These operating procedures shall be included in the 

Governance Handbook, and be made available at annual meetings.  Any USATF member may 

request a copy of these procedures from National Office Management,.  

* Reg 15.L.1.b..iii. Committee inputProcess: Receive from all committees or their rules 

subcommittees proposed rules of competition affecting their activity and present them along with 

the committee’s recommendations to USATF for approval at the annual meeting; and 

* Reg 16.I.2.g. That number of Active Athletes equal to at least twenty percent (20%) of the total 

authorized membership, if suchthese athletes are available, to be selected by the Active Athlete 

delegates to USATF.; 

* Reg 17.A. Conduct: The CEO must approve Aany plan by any committee or council to fill 

any international team staff position shall be approved by the CEO, after considering input from 

the High Performance Division, before the position is advertised.  The plan shallmust require that 



 

 

all applicants be USATF members.  The approved plan shall be mailed to each Association’s 

Sport Committee chair for the appropriate sport discipline, and be listed in a special section of the 

USATF web site. 

* Reg 17.B. Diversity: International team staff shall reflect the diversity of the sport, with 

special emphasis given to the includingsion of women, and ethnic and racial minorities. 

* Reg 17.C. Staff performance: National Office Management shall maintain records of athlete 

surveys and other information received about the performances of international team staff 

members and medical services personnel. Staff members shall be provided anonymous summaries 

of comments and ratings for past service and be given an opportunity to respond.These 

rResponses shall be added to their files by National Office Management. The appropriate 

committees shall review and consider tThese records, or a summary of their contents , shall be 

prepared by National Office Management,, and shall be reviewed and taken into consideration by 

the appropriate committee(s) prior to the recommendingation or selectiong  of an individual as a 

team staff member. 

* Reg 17.D. General selection procedures: Team staff for international competitions other than 

the Olympic Games, IAAF World Outdoor Championships in Athletics, and Pan American 

Games shall be nominated by the executive committees of the relevant Sport Committees or 

councils having jurisdiction over the sport disciplines and voted upon by the members of the 

committee for submission to the CEO for screening and to the Board for final approval.  In the 

event thatIf the applicable Sport Committees or councils cannot agree, the Board shall make the 

selection.   In the event thatIf a national team staff person resigns or is unable to serve, prior to the 

next scheduled meeting of the appropriate Sport Committee or council, the chair of that body 

shall recommend a replacement to the Board after consulting with his or her executive committee, 

and giving due regard to the staff performance records on file and the resultingant diversity of the 

staff. 

* Reg 17.E. Conflicts of interest: Any individual selected as a national team staff person must 

commit his or her full time and attention to the position for the full duration of his or her travel 

with a USATF national team. Family, personal, or professional conflicts that arise after an 

individual’s selection as a national team staff member shall be disclosed to the President, CEO, 

and chairperson of the applicable sports or administrative committee, as soon as they arise, but in 

no event later than forty-eight (48) hours thereafter. Such a conflict may be the basis for removal 

or replacement of an individual as a national team staff member by the President, CEO, or by the 

Board. USATF shall not be obligated to exceed the funding budgeted for a national team staff 

person in order to accommodate the individual’s family, personal, or professional issues. 

* Reg 17.F.2. The Women’s International Staff Subcommitee Track and Field Committee chair, or 

his or her designee, who shall serve as chair of the subcommittee;:  The Women’s International 

Staff Subcommittee shall consist of the following persons: 

* Reg 17.F.2.SHOULD THIS BE THE SAME AS THE MEN’S INTERNATIONAL STAFF 

SUBCOMMITTEE??? 

* Reg 18.C. Dates: The CEO and National Office Management shallmust approve dates of all 

national championships, after consulting with the affected sport committee chairs. 

* Reg 18.E. Special criteria: A bidder Prior to bidding for a national championship event must 

meet , the following sport committee specifications of sport committees must be met: 

* Reg 18.F. Awarding procedure: The CEO may authorize that USATF national 

championships of USATF be conducted by the Sport Committee concerned, by USATF, or be 

awarded to a sponsoring organization under these Regulations and a contract between the 



 

 

organization and USATF.  The CEO * should approve awards of USATF championships at 

annual meetings, when feasible.: 

* Reg 18.F.1. Distribution of application: For those championships that will be awarded to a 

sponsoring organization, National Office Management shall prepare and provide an application 

forms shall be prepared and provided by National Office Management to any prospective bidders 

and all Associations for championships to be awarded to a sponsoring organization.  The 

application form shall include the necessary information to assure National Office Management 

and the Sport Committee(s) concerned that the championships will be efficiently administered 

and safe for the competitors.  The application shall further require information (i) whether the 

competition will be staffed by competition officials who are USATF-certified at the level of 

“national” and/or “master”; (ii) whether the applicant will invite and accept a proportionately 

representative number of national and/or master officials from outside the Association, to ensure a 

national character of the championship; and (iii) what provision will be made for assisting 

officials with transportation, food and/or lodging.  The form shall encourage  assistance with 

officials’ expenses.  These part of the form related to officials shall be forwarded to the chair of 

the Officials Committee before consideration of the bid.; 

* Reg 18.F.3. Formulation of bid details: The individual(s), names of committee members, or 

legal entity submitting the bid shall be clearly identified in the bid application, and the bidder 

shall submit any additional information requested by USATF to verify his, her or its legal 

authority to assume responsibility for conducting a USATF national championship.  The 

application shall clearly state the local Association’s role shall be clearly stated on the application.  

If a bidder intends to assign part of its responsibilities for conducting the championships to 

another entity, the bidder shall provide USATF with a copy of the document assigning these 

responsibilities. Assigning responsibilites shall not absolve the bidder from its obligations to 

USATF  related to conducting the championships.  When the bid provides for profit sharing or 

minimum guarantees, an itemized budget shall be submitted with the application.  Bids involving 

one or more championship categories or more than one Sport Committee (joint bids) shall state 

whether they are contingent upon approval of all parties.; 

* Reg 18.F.7. Award method: The concerned Sport Committee(s), after consulting with National 

Office Management, and verifying the bidder’s legal authority , shall recommend the 

championship event(s) bid awards to the CEO for approval.  The award of a championship shall 

be to USATF, an Association, to a member in good standing of that Association, or to a 

competent third party within the Association’s geographic area. The awardee shall assume all 

financial and operating responsibilities required by the bid application and all applicable 

agreements. Joint bids shall not be contingent upon approval of all parties unless specified by the 

applicant.; 

* Reg 18.G.4. Reports: The organization(s) conducting a championship shall furnish to USATF 

within sixty (60) days following the event a detailed financial report showing all receipts and 

disbursements.  Failure to comply without good cause within the time specified shall bar the 

contracted sponsor and/or Association involved from being awarded any national championship 

in that sport for the next five (5) years thereafter;. 

* Reg 18.J.1.a. Applications: No later than September 15 of each year, provided location and dates of 

championships have been determined, application forms shall be mailed to every competition 

officials certified at the national or masters level.  In the eventIf the location and/or dates of 

championships have not been determined by September 15, the application forms shall be mailed 

immediately following the determination.  The application form shall apply to the USA Open 



 

 

Indoor and Outdoor Track & Field Championships, the USA Junior Outdoor Track & Field 

Championships, and the Olympic Track and Field Trials.  Every official to be invited to these 

championships shallmust be certified as an official at a masters or national level, and be a USATF 

member of USATF. Applications must be postmarked by thean October 15 deadline. 

* Reg 18.J.ii.b The event’s meet directors of the event, or the meet director’s designee.; 

* Reg 18.J.iii.d. Chair: The chair of the Selection Committee shall be the Chair of the National 

Officials Committee chair ,or his or her designee, who shall serve for a term that coincides with 

the National Officials Committee Cchair’s term of office.; 

* Reg 19.A.2. Responsibility: It shall be the responsibility of tThe host Association Sport 

Committee, or of the member club or affiliate organization sponsoring or conducting the 

competition shall be responsible for , to applying for the record on the form, which shall be 

properly completed and forwarded toNational Office Management without delay.; 

* Reg 21,S. Sexual misconduct matters: These procedures shall be modified as follows for any 

case where an individual has been convicted of, or pleaded nolo contendere to, a felony or 

misdemeanor involving a sexual offense against a minor or member of USATF shall be modified 

as follows: 

* Reg 21.R.9.a. Date: The appeals panel chairperson shall establish a hearing date within ten (10) 

days of appointment, after consulting with the parties and the other panel members.  The hearing 

shall be scheduled to start within thirty (30) days following the appointment of the panel chair.  

The appeals panel chairperson may grant a reasonable delaypostponement request, not to exceed 

thirty (30) days, if she or he determines that neither party will be prejudiced. 

* Reg 23.B.1.b. Championships or trials: National championships and/or trials competition for the 

selectingon of international teams (other than Youth or Masters); 

* Reg 23.B.1.c. Doping cotrols: Competitions which may be subject to formal doping controls; 

and/or 

* Reg 23.B.1d. International: Competitions whichthat anticipate including five (5) or more athletes 

who are foreign citizens (excluding national team competitions).; 

* Reg 23.D.1. International: TheseInternational sanctions shall be instituted by a formal 

application signed by USATF.  A copy of each International sanction granted by USATF shall be 

forwarded, in a timely manner, to the appropriate Association.; and 

* Reg 23.D.2. Domestic: Applications for thesedomestic sanctions shall be signed and approved 

(i) by the Association sanctioning agent and retained in the Association office, with the 

concurrence of the appropriate Association Sport Committee chair, who shall receive a copy upon 

request, or (ii) by USATF. A copy of each sanction application approved by an Association shall 

be forwarded to USATF, which, consistent with the Sports Act, shall grant or deny the sanction.  

A copy of each sanction granted by USATF shall be forwarded to the appropriate Association. If 

a single competition takes place in more than one Association (e.g. a road race), the Association 

sanctioning agent may sign and process the sanction application for the event upon the approval 

of the Association membership chair(s) of the other affected Association(s). 

* Reg 23.E.4. Anti-Doping clause: For events receiving receiving international sanctions, and for 

national championships, trials competition for the selectingon of international teams (other than 

Masters), or when doping controls will be conducted, the form shall contains the following 

statement, unless it is published instead in related informational materials: 

* Reg 24.A. Written agreement: Individuals who qualify or are selected or elected to represent 

the United States in international competition shall enter into a written agreement (see sexample 

asin Appendicesx 9) stating the obligations and expectations of their participation prior to the 



 

 

issuance of a travel authorization.  The written agreement shall include the competition’s date and 

place of the competition, the text of this Regulation, provisions to protect theUSATF’s rights of 

USATF regarding national sponsors and national team uniforms, provisions as toabout doping 

controls in effect for the competition, and the part of Regulation 21 explaining the hearing 

process. The staff member who is taking the individual’s commitment is responsible for making 

specifically referringence to these Regulations. 

* Reg 25.B. Applicability: Any individual who represents AmericanUnited States athletes who 

are members of USATF must be authorized by USATF under this regulation to assist those 

athletes in planning, arranging and negotiating their competition programs. 

* Reg 25.K.9. Inappropriate conduct: Any finding by the Agent Screening Committee that a 

USATF-authorized Athlete Representative has engaged in inappropriate conduct, including, but 

not limited to, verbally or physically abusinge of an athlete, misappropriating on of funds, 

failingure to pay a client timely, or providing of inaccurate financial data to a client. 

* Reg 4.A.1 Athlete Affiliation: An athlete may compete as a representative of a local club, 

educational institution, or other organization, and additionally may be listed as competing for athe 

club and/or a sponsor, subject to USOC regulations. The club and athlete must be USATF 

members in good standing. 

* Reg 4.C.3.b. Armed forces: An athlete member on active duty in the United States Armed Forces of 

the United States may, upon receiving permission from the local membership committee, 

represent in open competition the military organization or the Athletics club to which the athlete 

belongs, or both.  Any points scored by that athlete shall count for the Athletics club, except 

where a point trophy is advertised to be contested for by a military organization; 

* Reg 5.G. Suspension and expulsion: USATF may suspend or expel any Association or member 

sports organization that violates any Bylaw or the Operating Regulation, or any Board-approved 

USATF operating policy, or which by definition or practice no longer fulfills the criteria of its 

membership category, after notice and an opportunity to be heard by a three (3) person panel of 

the Board, appointed by the Board Chair, including a least one (1) Active Athlete. The Board 

shall vote on the panel’s recommendation at its next meeting. An Association or sports 

organization may be expelled only upon a two-thirds vote of the Board. If an Association is 

expelled, its geographic area shall be reorganized or assigned to one or more USATF 

Associations of USATF, consistent with the Bylaws and Operating Regulations. This paragraph 

shall operate in addition to and independently of the accreditation process in Regulation 7. 

* Reg 5.H. Delinquency: Any USATF member of USATF listed in Article 5 failing to pay its fees or 

dues on time shall forfeit the right to representation and to vote, upon thirty (30) days’ written 

notice. The member must successfully reapply for membership to regain its voice or vote in the 

USATF’s affairs of USATF. 

* Reg 7..E.2.e. Approval of plans: By the end of December of the first (odd) year, all Association 

plans for improvement shall be subject to approval by the Organizational Services Committee or 

its designated subcommittee. If an Association fails to present a plan or is not fiscally solvent, the 

time line for the second (even) year shall be accelerated and the Organizational Services 

Committee shall take one of the actions outlined in Regulation 7-AE-2-j.; 

* Reg 7.E.2.a. Deadline: All appeals shall be made in writing by an Association no later than January 

15 following the end of the second (even) year, or in the case of an accelerated action under 

Regulation 7-AE-2-e, no later than 20 days following the receipt of notice of an adverse action. If 

an appeal involves a boundary or merger with a neighboring Association, the other Association 



 

 

will also be deemed a party to the appeal, given a copy of the appeal, and permitted to file a cross 

appeal within thirty days of receiving notice, and otherwise participate in the appeal; 

* Reg 7.E.2.b. Appeal panels: Appeals shall be referred to an NABR panel composed of arbitrators 

who are not from the same USATF region as the Association appealing its accreditation status, as 

provided in Regulation 21-PB. The panels shall be selected as follows: 

* Reg 7.G.2.f. Appeals: The decision of the arbitrators to be appealed  under USATF Regulation 21-

PR. 

* Reg 7.G.3.f. Organizations: Each organization shall have a minimum of one (1) vote, unless the 

balanced- meeting ballot in Regulation 7-AI-4-c is used. The Association may grant an 

organization additional votes based on its size.  If an organization has more than one (1) vote, a 

different representative must cast each ballot must be cast by a different representative. 

Organizations and any person representing an organization in Association voting matters must be 

USATF members of USATF in order to vote.; 

* Reg 7.G.4.a.ii. The minimum time allowed for returning  of the ballot shall be thirty (30) days; 

* Reg 7.G.5.b. Consultation: The panel may consult with the Association’s president, secretary, 

and/or parliamentarian--so long as they are not candidates for offices--on procedural matters.; and 

* Reg 7.G.9.b. Panel composition: An NABR panel from a different USATF region than the 

Association whose election is disputed shall be appointed to conduct the hearing.  All hearings 

shall be by conference call.   The procedures outlined in Regulation 21 shall apply. The panels 

shall be selected as follows: 

* Reg 8.A.1. Attendance: Consideringation of delegates’ eligibility  by accepting the registrar’s 

report or by roll call (at all sessions where appropriate); 

* Reg 9.B. Mail balloting: Upon majority vote at a duly convened meeting, USATF may authorize 

conducting a vote by distributiong and/or collectiong ballots by mail through the U.S. Postal 

Service or any other appropriate service that may be capable.   The authorizing resolution shall 

state the procedures and subject matter for the vote. No mail vote may be authorized to effect an 

amendment to these Bylaws, to the Operating Regulations, or to the Competition Rules. 

* Reg 9.C.2.d. At the annual meeting: Further nominations may be submitted toat the registration 

desk prior to the scheduled start of the opening general session and must be on the standard 

nomination form. This requirement includes the ten (10) seconders.; 

* Reg 9.D.1. Long distance running division: The members of the long distance running 

division, which shall include the voting members of the three committees and the three councils, 

shall elect its nominee for divisional chair for Board approval.  This election shall be conducted 

by balloting at the same time as the general election.  An individual shall only be eligible to be a 

candidate in a division if he or she is a member of one of the three committees in the division.  If 

a candidate is a member of more than one sport committee in the division, he or she must 

designate one committee only on the nominating form. Nominators and seconders must be in the 

division.  After the election of the long distance running divisional chair nominee of the long 

distance running division, each of the sports committees shall meet to elect their respective 

nominees for chairs for Board approval.; 

* Reg 9.E.1. Supervision: The Organizational Services shall have the authority to appoint a 

three-person panel for each committee holding elections, none of whom shall be a voting member 

of that committee and at least one (1) of whom must be an Active Athlete not involved in the 

committee’s discipline of the committee. This panel shall establish the roster of eligible voters, 

shall adjudicate all issues regarding credentials, and shall supervise all aspects of the committee 

elections process. 



 

 

* Reg 9.E.10. Athlete representatives in sport committees: At the first full committee meeting of 

each sport committee, time shall be set aside for the Active Athletes attending the meeting to 

determine the Athletes’ voting membership. If there are fewer Athletes than the number 

authorized, the Athletes may determine that they are all eligible to vote. WhereIf the number of 

Athletes present is more than twenty percent (20%), the Athletes shall select by consensus, or 

elect, the voting Athletes and alternates. The Organizational Services Committee shall conduct 

the Athlete election.  The Athletes present may also request the remaining members of the 

committee to allow all Athletes present to vote. Each Athlete shall serve until an election is 

conducted at the following year’s annual meeting. For Athlete representatives’ vacancies, see 

Regulation 11-A-45-a. 

* Reg 9.E.3. Procedures: The Organizational Services committee shall prepare and update 

Wwritten guidelines Committee.; 

for committee elections shall be prepared and updated by the Organizational Services  

 


